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Wel, G25 INe5 ib BREAD LOAF WRITERS ' CONFERENCE Tues., Aug. 16, 1977 





Middlebury College and THE CRUMB welcome you to the Fifty-Second Bread 
Loaf Writers' Conference, The CRUMB is the official communication of the 
Conference, delivered each morning at breakfast and containing daily 


schedules, program changes, bureaucratic addenda, etc. The editor is 
David Milofsky. 


Tonight 


Robert Pack and Sandy Martin, Directors, will open the Conference at 
8 in the Little Theatre, and welcome you to Bread Loaf. There will then 
be a reading by Maxine Kumin, the first of the evening series. An informal 
reception will follow immediately afterwards in the Barn. 


Manuscripts 


All Contributors! manuscripts must be submitted to the Seeretary's 
Office by Wednesday noon, Individual assignments will be gompleted by 


Thursday morning, and will be posted, 


Discussion Groups 


List and meeting places will be posted by Thursday morning outside tlie 
Dining Room. 


Parking 


State Police may issue tickets to cars parked in front of the Inn and 
along the road. Please use the parking area in front of the Barn. The 
area in front of the Inn is used for the taxi and for mail deliveries, and 
the space behind the Inn for unloading supplies. 


From the Front Desk 


Please check your mailbox several times a day for notices, telephone 
messages (some of the buildings at Bread Loaf do not have phone service, 
and calls can be relayed only through your mailbox), and telegrams, ~ 

Please do not make long-distance phone calis from your dormitories. 
Pay phones are located on the first floor of the Inn at the foot of the 
stairs near the Bookstore and outside in front of the Barn near the Fire 
House. Kindly remember that the switchboard closes at 10 p.m. sharp. 

If you wish to get the daily and/or Sunday New York Times or Sunday 


Boston Globe, you must sign up at the Front Desk by Wednesday noon. 


Bells 


The Conference is governed by the bell and its ringer. A typical 
day's tolling includes a rising bell at 7:30 a.m., a breakfast bell at 
8. a.m., lecture bells with 10-minute warnings (8:50, 9, 10:00, 10:10, 
HUSUNI Ss 1120, 150 ait, 2, 3505; 3:15, 7650, GIS also tlooels and dinner 
bells at 1 p.m. and 6:15 p.m. The dinging changes its dang-donging on 
Tuesday, August 23rd; this will be reported in THE CRUMB. 


Meals 


No one will be admitted to the Dining Room after the door has been 
shut. The door is open as follows: Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m. Lunch 1-1:15 
Am, Dimmer Gsi- 6830 jain, 

This stringency is necessary so that waiters and waitresses can serve 
you, finish, and join you in the lecture hall or classroom; they are 


Conference members, too. The Snack Bar (in the Barn) is available to 
delinquents. 


Laundry 


There are no professional laundry or dry cleaning services available 
at Bread Loaf. However, there are coin-operated washers and dryers in the 
old Fire House, and detergent is on sale at the Bookstore. 


This Evening 
Maxine Kumin will read from her poems tonight. 
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‘Garp'’s mother, Jenny Fields, was arrested in Boston in 1942 for 
wounding a man in a movie theater. his was shortly after the Japanese had 
bombed Pearl Harbor and people wer: being tolerant of soldiers, because — 
suddenly everyone was a soldier, but Jenny Fields was quite firm in her in- 
tolerance of the behavior of men in general and soldiers in particular. In 
the movie theater, she had to move three times, but each time the soldier 
moved closer to her, until she was sitting against the musty wall, her view 
of the n:wsr2el almost blocked by some silly colonnade, and she resolved 
she would not get up and move'again. The soldier moved once more and sat 
beside her." 


== John faving, lnen worlds neconds0c) ie Garp 


Schedule: Se OC Ao Mo Oe tay Robert Pack 
Selo Ora M a EP ietion Stanley Elkin 
Le 20 7AM. OP Ea, Mark Strand 
2 O02 M Non-fiction Geoffrey Wolff 
3s LO Ree aGamics Ira Sadoff & 
Bread Loaf Fellows 


Robert Pack's lecture is titled "Words, Words, Words, Words." Stanley 
Elkin will talk ‘about what I always talk about, situations." Mark Strand 
will lecture on "Craft? . Gz2o0ffrey Wolff will speak on "Autobiography." 
Ira Sadoff is Staff Assistant in Poetry and the author of two books: 
Settling Down and Palm Reading in Winter, which will be published by 
Houghton Mifflin this fall. David Huddle, a Bread Loaf Fellow, is author 
of A Dream With No Stump Roots in It, a book of short stories, and will 
read a new story. Marilynne Roach is author of Th: Mouse and th: Song 
and will read from her forthcoming book, Encounters Wath the Invisible 
world, — : 





Tonight, John Irving will read a new chapter from his new novel, The 

World According to. Garp, whieh will be published by Dutton IN Spring, 

1978. Mr. Irving has published three other novels: Setting Fra: The Bears, 
The Water-Method Men, and The 15€-Pound Marriage. A Gugyenheim Fellow, he 
has also held grants from the Rocketeller Foundation ard The National En- 
dowment for the Arts. He has taught at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and will 
be Assistant Professor of English at Mount Holyoke this fall. 


Historical Correction: ( Archivist's Note ) Ever since 1965 and until this 
issue the CRUMB volumes have be:n mis-numbered. In 1965, perhaps in the 
transition from Roman to Arabic numerals, ten years disappeared. They 

have now been found. The CRUMB, like the Conference, is really 52 years 
old, not 42 as dumb CRUMB No. 1 would have it. 





The Good ( Social ) Life: At 4:30 on Thursday a reception will be held 

om the West Lewa ( of the Ton, tat is ) if the weather is fair, in tne 
baira ge roull, Om Friday, there will be a cocktail party in the library 
area ( ii fair) Bearn ( af foul), Also, plase mote hor an Administra- 
tive Assistant will take pre-paid orders for potables in the Blue Parlor 
at 2:00 P.M. on Friday. Those dis#nclined to imbibe should be reminded 
that there will be several BYOB functions in the next week. 


Vedd tities: Contributors mss, must be im the office by noon eoday. Also, 
auditors' preferences for discussion groups must be in the office by 3 P.M. 


Book Store: The book store's hours appear on the store's door, next to 
the office. The store offers big values on sundries as well as works of 
the Conference staff. 


More Books: The book bus will arrive today and stay through Friday. 


Still More ( Library ) Books: Library hours have one change, we are 
reliably informed. The 4-6 P.M. opening has been changed to 4-5 P.M. 
Connie Stapleton, the Conference librarian has added "Or by Appointment.’ 


Remember the Neediest: The Editorial Board of the CRUMB wishes to re- 


mind those who know and inform those who don't that the waiters are not 
paid for their services. They are an unusually talented group of young 

writers who work at Bread Loaf to defray part of the cost of attending 

the Confer:nce. A tip box will be placed at the entrance of the dining 
room soon. Please give sarly and often, 





Very Mixed Doubles: In keeping with long-standing tradition the annual 
Bread Loaf Very Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament will be held this year. 
Someone willing to serve as organizer of the tournament should apply at 
the editorial offices of the CRUMB. Established by Bennet Goodman, the 
tourney's credo is: "Not only is winning not the only thing, it's nothing. 
Goodman was once heard to say, ‘I think tennis should be fun sometimes." 
Fanatics need not apply. 


1? 


Little Mags: Interested in getting published? Don't all speak at once, 
Instead, go to the Blue Parlor where copies of various "little" magazines 
are available. Copies of mass circulation mags. are in the barn. The best 
way to place a poem, story, or article is to know the market. Read the 
magazines carefully and send only to those you think may understand you and 
vice versa. Do not waste time sending to mags that do not publish the kind 
of writing you do. Make a list of six, eight, or ten, and sent out sub- 
missions seriatim until you get a favorable or critical response. A critic- 
al response may Suggest revisions. No response at all may mean 1.) Throw 
the poem, story or article away; 2,) Make a more realistic list; Sep eumEsie 
the Postal Service; 4.) Nothing at all. 


Song & Dance: As alert Conference members may have noted, two dances will 
be held during the Conference. Adrian Benepe, Musical Consultant to the 
Staff asks that those who have preferences make suggestions to him. A 


sheet will be posted on the bulletin board. List groups, individuals, or 
songs, you particularly like and Adrian will do his best to please. 


Literary Quiz: What 19th Century poet was both disappointed in love and 
the subject of a recent poem by Marvin Bell? ( Hint: Marvin was not 
the poet's lover. 


Overheard in the Barn: "I hear social intercourse is the best thing 
about this Conferenese_? Hmmm. 
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I am the absence 
of field. 
This is 
always the case, 
Wherever I am 
I am what is missing 
--Mark Strand, “Keeping Things Whole" 


Schedule: 9:00 A.M. Fiction Morrison 
10:10 A.M, Poetry Bell 
EZ OPAR Ma Ee EON Gardner 
2:00 P.M. Discussion Groups 
8:00 P.M. Reading Strand 


Toni Morrison's lecture is titled "History Received Vs. History Per- ; 
caived." Marvin Bell will speak on “The Technique of The Right Attitude" 
and John Gardner will talk about "Texture in the Absence of Structure". 


Discussion Groups: Discussion groups will meet for the first time this 
afternoon at 2:00 in assigned classrooms and other locations, Lists 
of assignments are posted outside the dining room entrance and next 

to the office, 


Tonight: Mark Strand will read from his new book of poems, tentatively 
titled Poor North in the theater at 8:00 P.M. In addition to mie new 
collection, Mr. Strand has published five books of poetry: Sleeping 


With One Eye Open; Reasons for Moving; Darker; The Story of Our Lives; 


and The Sargentvills Notebook. His Books of translation include 18 Poems 


from the Quechna; The Owl's Insomnia; and Souvenir of the Ancient World. 





He has held fellowships from th: National Endowment for the Arts, and 
the Rockefeller and Guggenheim Foundations. 





MSS: Assignment of mss. to staff readars will be posted outside the 
rear office by noon today. 


Party: As previously announced, there will be a party on the West 

Lawn this afternoon at 4:30. Also, a reception will be held in the 
Library area Friday. Bruce Brell will be in the blue parlor of the 
Inn to take orders for the State Liquor Store Friday afternoon between 
1:30 and 2 P.M, 


Where There's Smoke...: Formal appeal #1 from a still amiable Director 
( the nonsmoking one ). Many ( e.g. more than 2 ) people have com- 
plained about smoking in the theater; some ( e.g. one or more ) have 
more thén complained--translated th2y have said that smokers befou 
their body space. They are beside themselves, but without the ex- 
hilaration of that heightened state. It has to be reasonable to ask 
that smoking take place outside, in unenclosed spaces. 





Mery Jane Higgins: Ms. Higgins cannot come as scheduled. She may be 
able to make it on Aug. 25. She would be pleased to hear from pro- 
Spective clients in the Boston area: Mary Jane Higgns, 151/2 Appleton 
St. Boston Messe OAINGO. 


From the Staff to the Staff: The office staff would appreciate the 
help of the Conference Staff. Please hand in poems & prose to be re- 
produced for workshops, discussion groups, and lectures well in ad- 
vance, Thanks. 





Hello Central...: In order to preserve the general good, it is nec- 
essary to limit telephone conversations to 5 minutes. We have 2 out- 
Side lines for 237-245 people. 


34 Years Ago Today: ( Archvist's Note ) "Conference members who wish 
to engage riding horses may make arrangements at the front desk.” We 
are all for mixed marriages, but this is going too far. 


Yoga: Those interested in yoga are invited to meet Thursday at 12:15 





a Es as ort 
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Mime: Gary Glover will give a mime session OnE GAGaya ma nteachtem S65 Ome 
the Mott of the barn. The session will include elementary mime tech- 
nique and very basic excercises. Gary taught mime at the Smithsonian 
Institute and Dance Forum in Washington D.C. and has performed widely. 


Very Mixed Doubles: Would th: person who volunteered to organize the 
tournament either report to the Editorial offices of the CRUMB or write 
a more legible note to the editor? 


Softball? Those interested in late afternoon softball games may sign 
up at the main desk, in the dining room, or on the sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board. Th: CRUMB has not been able to verify the rumor 
Gaele oLiliy Caiman wail plean ror Cha Sari. 


Books ( Again ): Bookstore hours: Daily ( except Sunday ): 8:30-9:00 
A.M. Weds. and Thurs... 5-6 P.M.3; Mon., Wds. Fri., Sun. 7-8 P.M. 


Citizen CRUMB: The editor and publisher wish to assure Conference 
members that there is absolutely nothing to the rumor that the CRUMB 
is about to be bought by the Newhouse chain. Of course, any good 
businessman would be a fool not to listen to reasonable offers, but 
the CRUMB is not for sale. 


Grapevine: Our dining room correspondent has been unable to confirm 
or deny the report that Raymond Sokolov is We teed about Conference 
fare for the Living Section: of the Times... 


Literary Quiz: What character of contemporary fiction is represented 
onma current Vermont itcence place: i ime iG 15 mot. Camennnasusm Cre) 


Yoga:Thos interested in Yoga are invited to meet Thursday ( Today! ) 
at 12:15 in the barn to organize excercises for Friday. 
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"Tt had to as far away from the Sundown House as possible. And 
her grandmother's middle-ayed n:phew who lived in a Northern town 
called Medallion was the one chance she had to make sure it would, be. 
Tha red shutters had haunted both Helena Sabat and her  jrandmother HOT 
sixte2n years. Helene was born behind those shutters, daughter of a 
Creole whore who work=d there. The grandmother took Helene away from 
the soft lights and flowered -carpets of the Sundown House and raised 
her under the dolesome eyes of a multicolored Virgin Mery, counseling © 
her to be constantly on guard for any sign of her mother's wild blood.’ 


--Toni Morrison, Sula 


Schedule: 9:00 A.M. Fiction Nancy Willard 
LO SOR ARMA PROGGrEy  y William Meredith 
ile ZO NGM. IPsleteom John Irving 
2300 PIM, PENEL Staff 
5:10 RAM ERC Ci ngS Terrence Des Pres & 
Bread Loaf Fellows 


Nancy Willard will speak on “The Girl Who Went Out at the Goy 
of Dawn: Tha Secret Process of Stories." William Meredith says: "In 
one of the essays in The Dyer's Hand, Auden wrote: ‘Our sufferings, 
our weaknesses, in so far as they are personal, ar: of no literary 
interest whatsoever. They are only interesting in so far as we can 
see them as typical of the human condition. A sufferin;, a weakness, 
which cannot be expressed as an aphorism should not be mentioned. "' 
Says John Irving: "Me lecture will be a demonstration of why made-up 
stories are better than true stori:s. The demonstration will be a 
reading by my son and I in play from from The World According to Garp. 
As we: go to press we have no current information on the panel on get- 
ting started. Rumor has it that the panel will concern itself with 
beginnings and will be conducted by as yət unnamed members Of tine 
STEE o 





Readings: This afternoon Terrence Des Pres and Bread Loaf Fellows 
Donald Chankin and Blanche Willoughby will read from their work. Des 
Pres is author of th: noted The Survivor and will be a judge for 

the 197€ National Book Awards. He is currently a fellow at the 
National Humanities Institute at Yale. He will talk about ‘Literary 
Techniques in Non-fiction Writing." Donald Chankin is author of 
Anonymity and Death: The Fiction of B. Traven. Blanche Willoughby 's 
first book, The Dream Book, will be published this fall. 











Tonight: Toni Morrison is a novelist, non-fiction writer, and senior 
aditor at Random House. She has published two novels, The Bluest Eye, 
and Sula, which was nominated for a National Book Award. Her reviews 
and articles have appeared in Ms., The New York Times Book Review, and 
The New York Times Magazine. Her third novel will be published this 
re ILALe 


Socia licies; AS previously noret, there Willi beara Cockta ipar ty 

at 5:00 this afternoon in the Library area ( if fair ), the barn ( if 
foul ). Conference members are reminded for the final time that Bruce 
Brell will take orders for potables in the blue parlor between LL: 30 
and 2:00 P.M. Tomorrow night there will be a dance in the barn. A 
featured attraction will be the first annual Walter & Elaine Goodman 
Lindy Competition. Prizes are a pair of well scuffed saddle shoes 

and a copy of "Chatanooga Choo-Choo. 


There is Still Time Brother: Until 10:30 this morning, that is, you 
can Sign up for The New York Times. 


More Yoga: There will be a mesting of the Yoga Society in the loft 
of the barn at 12:15. Those unable to make it may contact Barbara 
Mayer, Box. 77, who says "I'm no expert, I just want to do it." 
Mimesis: Garry Glover will conduct a mime session in the loft of the 


barn at 9:30 P.M. as previously announced. 





Submit: Anne Mollegen Smith, Fiction Editor of Redbook, will arrive 
at ce Conference today. This afternoon she will conduct a short 
session on "How to Submit and. Where to Subfhit--even whether to Sub- 
mit one's work." The discussion will cover the most basic--and there- 
fore very important--aspects of publishing, including whether to send 
originals, how to estimate thousands of words, what “unsolicited' 
means and "The Importance of Keeping a Carbon." For the answer to 
these and other questions, ask Anne or tune into future issues of 

the CRUMB. 


They Also Serve... A quick check by our dining room correspondent 
this evening revealed that so far $1.47 and a Pepsi bottle cap has 
been contributed to the waiters! tip fund. It is believed that the 
bottle cap was left by Jacog Segal before he teft the Conference last 
Summer. The tip box is lecated at the antrence to the dining room, 
why not contribute now, while you'r? feeling guilty about it? 


Brandy Dandies Strike Again: Future scholars will debate the reasons 
for the continued eccentricity of Brandy Brook denizens. A perhaps 
apocryphal communique has arrived in our office, however, announcing 

a me:ing of "The Latvian Expatriate Writers Socisty." The theme of 
writing in exile will be discussed. Acoording to the note, "all meet- 
ings will be secr:t and inquiries may be made at the Latvian ghetto in 
Brandy Brook." Exile, yes! 


40 Years Ago: "Old Dean Pratt requests Conference Fellows to confer 
with him for a brief disciplinary moment at 3:55 this afternoon in 
his outer office in Tremen Cottage." And Old Dean is still waiting. 


Clarification Dept. 
To the Editor: 

Į} am not now, have never before and will never in 
the future write about food for the Living Settion of 
The New York Times. In fact, I am here on assignment 
from several other ptiblications, ineluding The Journal 
of the American Psychiatric Association, Sexology, 
Motorcycle News. Any staff member or contributor with 
pertinent information for these articles is invited to 
write his comments and file them in box 133. 

Youns@ faite unaty s 
Raymond Sokolov 


( Ed. note: The CRUMB welcomes letters from Conference 
participants and Mr. Sokolov is most informative con- 
cerning his literary tastes. We wonde-, however, how 
he can explain the food scales he brings with him to 
every meal. ) 


Correction: Today and tomorrow John Irving's discussion group will 
meet in Barn classroom 2, which is where it should have been scheduled 
on Thursday. Sorry. 


Personals: Widely published author seeks patron for mutual satis- 
faction. CRips, pics, on request. Write box 10005, Bread Loaf Inn. 


(REA 
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Except for you, it were a trifle: 

This morning, not much after dawn, 

in level country, not New England's, 

through l2ftovers of summer rain I 

went out rag-tag to the curb, only 

a sleepy householder at his routine 

bending to trash, when a yourg girl 

in a white dress your size passed, 

~-Marvin Bell, "The Mystery of Emily Dickinson" 

EGued ules 9 Ae sCOneracts Georges Borchardt 
0: A.M. Poetry Charles Simic 
1:20 A.M. Poetry John Frederick Nims 
Ds P.M. DISCUSSION GROUPS 
3 È 
§ B 


oMo Saleh cate) Anne Mollegen Smith 
.M. Reading Marvin Bell 


Three of five scheduled lectures/readings today feature guests 
to the Conference and the :ditorial board of the CRUMB welcomes 
them to our midst. This morning Georges Borchardt, the literary 
agent, will talk about “What the writer should look for in his/her 
first book contract.’ Charles Simic's lecture is titled On Mildred's 
Umbrella and/or Negative Capability.‘ Mr. Nims. is Consultant to the 
Princeton University Press for its Lockert Library of Poetry in 
Translation ard the author of several volumes of poetry, including 
know ledge of the Evening and Of Flesh and Bone. He will read from 
"a serio-comic sequence of lyrics on the theme of 'the kiss’ with 
well-timed asides on the Natur: of the Universe and problems in- 
cidental to the writing of poetry." Anne Mollegen SmE BCCO 
editor of Redbook aid editor of the current anthology, Redbook 's 
Famous Fiction. She will speak on the subject: "Is The Short Story 
Being Revived and Othar Burning Questions of Magazine Fiction.’ At 
press time we can neither confirm ror deny the report that she will 
Sell t-shirts arter her lecture. 


Tonight; Mervin Bell is the author of four books of poetry, most 
recently ,Stars Which See, Stars Which Do Not See. Mr. Bell teaches 
at the Writers' Workshop of the University of Iowa and has won the 
Lamont Award of the Academy of American Poets, the Bess Hokin award 
from Poetry, an Emily Clark Balch Prize from The Virginie Quarterly 
Review and a Guggenheim Fellowship. He also plays a fair game of 
tennis. 





Picnic: If fair, that is, on the lawn to the west of the theatre. 


Party: As previously announced, there will be unsupervised dancing 
in the barn this evening, at 9:30, Beer will be served. 


Frost Cabin: Kay Morrison, Robert Frost's long time amanuensis, has 
offered to open the Frost cabin for members of the Conference next 
Fridey, August 26. Mrs. Morrison would prefer that Conference mem- 
bers visit the cagirn when she has the opportunity to answer questions 
rather than when it is open to the public at large, Watch this 

space for more info. 


Ne2d Help: The office and the CRUMB would be happy to assist in 
scheduling readings, meetings, groups, other. Rooms can be assigned 
and tailored to audience size. 


Discussion Changes: Nancy Willard's group will be in barn 2; John 
Irving's goup will meet in barn 5. 


Baha'i: An informal discussion on the Baha'i faith will be held 
Sunday afternoon at 2:00 in room #1 of the barn. Interested persons 
may contaet Peter Murphy in box 84, or rather ət box 64. 





Overh:ard in the dining room: 


‘Are you a writer?’ 

"Yes,! 

"What do you write?’ 

"Poems." 

"Your own?! 

"Well, actually, right now I'm working on The Waste Land." 


Muskellunge: We are reliably informed that Carol Muske has actually 
been at the Conference all along in camouflage. 


Translation Contest: To the first person to successfully decode the 
Chinese character on the back of Sardy Martin's jean vest, The CRUMB 
give a dinner from Ripton Chinese foods. 


From the Laundry Room: Found: One pair of ladies pink bikini panties. 
The owner may contact Raymond Sokolov for further information. Wanted: 
One large sock to cut in order to be worn over a cast. Aerated socks 
are welcome. Contact Tricia Kriebel. 


Brandy Beat Goes On: At sunrise on Sunday, the Conference Taoist 
Society will hold an un-prayer session at the altar behind Brandy 
Brook to exorcize the ghosts of Conference past. The CRUMB hes not 
been able to substantiate the report that David Dwyer will be 
sacrificed. 


Yoga: To meet an upsurge in interest, the Yoga group will meet 

on Saturday at 12:15 in the barn annex. If it is warm and sunny, 
the group will meet outsid= on the grass. Bring a towel or mat for 
comfort. Those interested in further info. should contact Barbara 
Mayer. 


Sandy, again: We are informed that Sandy Martin scored the decisive 
goal in yesterday's soccer game. According to our sports reporter, 
the goal was decisive because Sandy left immediately afterward. 


MSS: Méterials to be discussed in workshops are available. Ask 
at the office, Please do not tak: copies of manuscripts if you do 
not plan to attend the workshop. 


27 Years Ago: ( Archivist's Note ) Tyro equestrians will be taught 
the principles of horsemanship ( on the ambler or great horse ) by 
Miss Anne Morrison. For best results, students’ l:gs should be not 
more than 2'7" long." And what about Miss Morrison? 


Overheard on the lawn: 
Two auditors talking: "Do you understand the hierarchy here?" 
"Well, there's the staff, and then there are the fellows, the 
scholars, the contributors, and the auditors. Oh, and of course 
there are the waiters--they're below us." Which may explair the 
tip situation. 





Lost: Would whoever pilferzd the Pepse bottle cap from the Waiters’ 
tip box return it to the editorialoffices of the CRUMB. The cap 
hes only sentimental value and no questions will be asked. 


THERE 
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That must be where the wind 
Hones its chill. 
That grey building in the fog, 
Its roof covered with snow. 
Dream penitentiary 
Without doors or windows, 
Yet each dawn they add 
Another dark wing to its beak. 
--Charles Simic "Dead Letter Office" 


"Caresse and Harry had lived in Paris since their marriage in 
1921, but they returned to America from time to time, at first to 
please Harry's mother, later to please themselves. Their 1929 re- 
union had not been satisfying; Harry and his father had quarreled 
again, and bitterly. Mr. Crosby, an investment banker, had not yet 
recovered from his son's drunken cable a few months earlier: PLEASE 
SELL $10,000 WORTH OF STOCK. WE HAVE DECIDED TO LEAD A MAD AND EX- 
TRAVAGANT LIFE, ' 

--Geoffrey Wolff, Black Sun 


Schedule: 2:00 P.M. - Research Panel Staff 
Si 30 SP Mae Poetry Charles Simic 
€:00 P.M. Non-fiction & Geoffrey Wolff 
Fiction reading 


Raymond Sokolov, Terrence Des Pres, Tom Gavin and Geoffrey Wolff 
will make up the research panel this aft2rnoon. The panel will be 
informal and will cover problems in doing research on both fiction 
and non-fiction projects, 


Readings: This afternoon Charles Simic will read from his work. 

Mr. Simic is author of a number of books, including Dismantling tne 
Silence, Return to a Place Lit by a Glass of Milk. and, most re- 
cently, Charon's Cosmology. He Is also editor, with Mark Strand, of 
Another Republic and translator of poems by Ivan Lalic and Vasko 
Popa. Mr. Simic teaches at the University of New Hampshire and 

has received a Guggenheim ard awards from The National Endowment 
for the Arts and the National Institute of Arts and Letters. 
Tonight: Geoffrey Wolff is the author of the novels Bad Debts and 
The Sightseer and Black Sun,a biography of Harry Crosby. This 
winter, Random House will publish a new novel, Inklings. A Guggenheim 
Fellow, Mr. Wolff lives in Vermont and claims he is 4 fairer tennis 
player than Marvin Bell. 


Msstake: Manuscripts will be available starting Monday in th: 
office, rather thar yesterday, as reported earlier. We apologize 
for the confusion. 


Contributors: Staff will notify contributors by mail regarding con- 
ferenc2s. Most will be held next we2k. Speak to your reader about 
special scheduling problems 


BYOB: A BYOB party will be h2ld tomorrow afternoon in Larch Well. 
The party will begin at 5:00 P.M. 


New Arrivals: The editorial board of the CRUMB is pleased to wel- 
come Paul & Betsy Gray and Dick & Margo Marek to the Conference. 
Mr. Gray is book reviewer for Time magazine whill Mr. Marek is 
with the Dial Press, 


Clarification Dept: The Editor is flattered by the suggestion, but 
would like to make clear that he does not now, and has never in the 
past, taught violin at the University of Cincinnati. 


of Mice...: Hilma Wolitzer is. pleased to announce that there are no 
mice in her room this year. And we presume no men, either. 


Vollyball Without Egoni Onea klutz and don't mind admitting 

it, Car@l Muske and Jessica Strand want you. They arzorganizing 

the 2nd annual 2nd-rate volleyball team to go against the powerful 
Ripton General Store team. No vicious competitors need apply. 





Softball: All who signed up for softball should report to the field 
east of the barn this morning at 9:00 A.M. The organizers have bat 
and ball and remind all that nothing else is scheduled this morning. 


Overheard on the lawn: "Isn't it amazing that all this happens with- 
out anyone planning it?" It's done with mirrors. 


By Any Other Name: We have been asked to spike the rumor that Tim 
O'Brien has taken a part-time job as delivery boy for a local flower 
shop to supplement his eernings as a staff assistant. O'Brien was 
seen carrying roses into the Inn Friday afternoon, but claims he was 
only delivering them as a favor to owner of the shop. 


Cans, cans, cans: Bernie Elkin, a local aluminum magnate, asks that 
all Conference participants deposit empty beer & soda cans in the 
bins outside the barn. Mr. Elkin, who inherited the franchise from 
Jacob Segal, who has retired to Florida, is available most afternoons 
lite the sbarmerOberurther etntoe 


The Customers Always Write: 
Sime 
Some understandable but infuriating confusion has 
arisen. I wish to dissociate myself formally from the antics 
of Raymond A. Sokolov. It is he who appears with the food 
scales, he the snapper-up of unconsidered pink panties. My 
own interests include philately and hanging begonias. 
Sincerely, 
Raymond B. Sokolov 


Overheard in Discussion: "I'm a little consufed about the difference 
between life and art." Just ask John Irving, he'll tell you. 


Beau Chapeau Contest: Votes for the most striking hat at the 
Conference may be cast in the next two days. Early returns show a 
dead heat between Marvin Bell and Tim O'Brien. Of course, Bell 
has had the advantage of a full saturation media campaign via the 
Conference brochure. 


Latvian Exiles, again: The Latvian Expatriate Writers ' Society will 
hold a second secret meeting Mon. night at 9:30 at Brandy Brook 
( where else? ). BYOB and inscrutable writings. 


39 Years Ago: ( Archivist's Note ) Will the person or persons who 
Stole unmentionables from Thyra Vickery's laundry please return same, 
or else.” You might check with Sokolov, Thyra. 


New Ice Age: In the wake of the current glacial weather, a number 
of changes have occurred, according to our statician, Alcohol con- 
sumption is up 500%; the maids report a remarkably high proportion 
of unslept-in beds; fewer blankets have been found in the woods 
than in any Conference in memory. Asked to comment, Conference 
Co-Director Robert Pack would only quote Philip Booth: "Love is 
twice warm in a cold place." For more on this story, see the 
weather map below. ( Courtesy of U.S. Weather Service, ) 
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rr ce a e n 


We have risen together 

for thirteen years. 

Our house inhales, reposes. 
We are what we will be, 
Yet when the woodpecker's 
staccato knock 

pauses as I pass, 

I remember the face 

you have outworn. 


--Robert Pack, "A Bowl for the Day” 


Sechedulle: :00 A.M. Reviewing Paul Gray 
ORAE MAECEN Hilma Wolitzer 
ZOMM Roetry, Maxine Kumin 
700 PIM. Publishing Richard Marek 
SSO IIMS Nella ts Richard Ford & 
Bread Loaf Fellows 
00 SP Miu OcGIny, Robert Pack 


Paul Gray, book reviewer for Time magazine will open the day's 
schedule. Hilma Wolitzer's lecture is titled "What You Know (Plenty)". 
Maxine Kumin will speak on "Excercise Poems, or How to Stay Thin.” 
Richard Marek is President of Richard Marek Publishers and will 

talk about “the three obligations an editor has: to his company; to 
the author; and to the book itself." Richard Ford will read from 

a new novel, Sighs. Mr. Ford is author also of A Piece of My Heart 

and is a Guggenheim Fellow. Bread Loaf Fellows Ellen Voigt and 

Alicia Ostricker will read from their work. 


Tonight: Robert Pack is Director of the Conference and author of 
The Irony of Joy, A Stranger's Privilege, Guarded by Women, Home 


from the Cemetery, Nothing But Light, Keeping Watch, and_Selected 
Poems. In addition, he has published three books of poetry for 
children, a critical study of Wallace Stevens and is co-editor of 
New Poets of England and America. A professor at Middlebury College, 
Mr. Pack has been a Fulbright Fellow and received awards from the 


National Institute of Arts and Letters and Borestone Mountain. 


Workshops: The workshops that start tomorrow are focussed extensions 
of the talk of the Conference so far, The subject matter is man- 
uscripts brought by Conference members: Staff in general select 

from the manuscripts they read examples of successes or problems they 
feel are informative for those attending workshops. You may attend 
any or all workshops and participate--there is no Auditor/Contributor 
distinction. Normally, however, two are scheduled at the same time, 
making a choice necessary--generally, the choice is between poetry 
and prose. Staff are unable to include all of one manuscript by all 
Contributors assigned to them. They will invite responses and intend 
to be helpful and positive. A mss. may be criticized--that's why it 
was brought here--but it will not be flogged. Mss. to be used in 
the daily workshops will be available in the hall outside the office 
each night ( for the next day's workshops ). Do not take one unless 
you plan to go to the particular workshop as Supplies are limited. 


Party, Party: Not to be confused with the novel of the same name, 
but there will be a BYOB cocktail party in the Larch Well today at 
S P.M. Mix will be provided. Tomorrow night there will be unsuper- 
vised dancing in the barn Loft to pre-60s music. BYOB at 9:30. The 
CRUMB cannot confirm or deny the report that DJ Adrian Benepe was 
born before 1960. 


Arrival: Not that he hasn't already arrived, but the editorial board 
of the CRUMB welcomes Daniel Halpern, editor of Antaeus to the 
Conference, 


Reading: A group of waiters and scholars will read tonight at 

9:15 in classroom 1 of the barn. Reading will be Michael Heffernan, 
a scholar, and Joeffrey Bartman, Gardner McFall, Edward Wilson, 

and Jonathan Gillespie, all waiters, All are invited. 





Equal Time: A lady has been slighted and the Editor is penitent. He 
would like to offer this paean to her beauty: Molly, Molly, Molly, 
Molly, Molly, Molly Elkin. 


Dog Days: Marvin Bell informs us that he and the dog that poked its 
head through the curtain of the theatre during Marvin's reading on 

Saturday night have been working together for the last five years. 

We have been unable to verify Bell's claim that the dog gets union 

scale, 


For Rent: One dog answering to the name of Psalty for parties, 
weddings, poetry readings, bar mitzvahs, or what-have-you. Apply 
to either Peg or Sandy Martin at the Inn. 


Research: Conference members interested in participating in a re- 
search project on psychotherapy are asked to contact Julie Redstone 
at Box 95. Anyone who has been involved in therapy and is willing 
to answer questions is especially welcome. 


Lost: On a related note, we have been informed of a loet soul, Ti 
was last seen on Saturday night in the barn, If found, please con- 
tact Dan Smith in Tremen, 


Disco Whirl: What literary off-spring were seen dancing the night 
away in the barn on Saturday night? 


Overheard in the barn: "Morally, I object to disco.” 


Comings & Goings: In the dining room, that is, have gotten out of 
hand. Charlotte Glasser, headwaitress, asks that Conference mem- 
bers plan to arrive at meals before the door is closed and leave 
soon enough to enable the waiters to clean up and attend Conference 
events, Those arriving after the door is closed will not be fed. 


Writing for Children: Those interested in writing for children are 
invited to attend a meeting tonight at 9:15 in the blue parlor. BYOB. 


Correction:The Editor apologizes for the suggestion in yesterday's 
edition that there have been no men in Hilma Wolitzer's room during 
the Conference. We deeply regret any embarrassment this may have 
caused Ms. Wolitzer and her friends. 


Magic Mountain: Tim O'Briend has won the annual Hans Castorp look- 
alike contest by the scant margin of one vote over the Editor. Be- 
cause of certain irregularities in the voting, however, the CRUMB is 
demanding a re-count. 


Overheard in the Dining Room: "I am a writer and I expect to be 
treated like one.” You may be sorry. 


Sports News: Asked if he would take up Geoffrey Wolff's challenge, 
Marvin Bell replied: "Playing tennis against Geoffrey Wolff is like 
writing verse with the net down.” Asked for comment, Wolff said, 
"What's a net?" 


24 Years Ago: Mr. Wm, Hazlett Upson will address himself to the topic: 
THE WRITER LEADS A MERRY LIFE. He says he will prove that writing 
really is just as soft a job as it looks, that Success in writing is 
easier than failure, and that the typical writer in America today 

is a wealthy, genuinely happy, well-adjusted person who enjoys 

life to the fullest. After the talk there will be a question-and- 
answer period." Now why do we always see the same hands? 


THRE PE PEE 
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Dear Jackie Kennedy, do you ever imagine being me? 
Here, aproned in America 
Shutting windows after friends go home 
Sifting crumbs and ashes in search of meaning, 
Do you imagine childhood in a stucco house 
on a Brooklyn street 
and uncles in fluorescent light standing guard 
on summer's nights? 
Do you sleep in vaulted rooms or lie sleepless 
and pretend my life? 
Without horses, without a word of French or wafers 
melting on your tongue? 
Why should it always be you 
who flies with Alice Faye to Argentina 
who loves Charlotte Greenwood as a friend 
who gets Don Ameche in the end? 
--Hilma Walitzer, In The Flesh 


Schedule: 
1 


9:00 A.M. Workshops Pack. 1,- Elkin 2 

0:45 A.M. Workshops Gardner.1, Meredith 2 
2:00 P.M. Workshops BOLL ALA WALLACE 2 
32D 0RP IM Poctny, Dan Halpern 

8:00 P.M. Reading Hilma Wolitzer 


The workshops that begin today have as their purpose the discussion of 
Selected manuscripts of Contributors to the Conference. Staff will lead 
the discussion and invite comments by all in attendance. You may at- 
tend any workshop you like, though as mentioned earlier it is physically 
impossible to attend them all. The purpose of the workshops beyond that 
is the purpose of all good criticism: to help the writers whose work is 
being discussed. Mss. will be criticized--that is why you brought your 
work here--but they will not be flogged. Mss. to be used in the daily 
workshops will be available in the hall outside the Conference offices 
each night ( for the next day's workshops ). Do not take one unless you 
plan to go to that particular workshop. Nos. refer to barn classrooms. 


Publishing Poetry: This afternoon Daniel Halpern, editor of Antaeus, 
will discuss the problems in publishing poetry and "who's responsible 
for the state of publishing poetry today--poets." 


Tonight: Hilma Wolitzer is author of Ending, Introducing Shirley Braver- 
man, Out of Love, and the forthcoming, In the Flesh, all novels. She has 
published short stories in Saturday Evening Post, New American Review, 
dnd Esquire, and non-fiction in Cosmopolitan and The Ladies Home Journal. 
A Bread Loaf Scholar in 1970, she held the William Raney Fellowship in 
1974, was a Staff Assistant in 1975 & 1976. She is presently a 
Guggenheim Fellow. 


Elvis: The Elvis Presley Memorial pre-60s Dance will be held tonight 
in the barn proper, not in the loft, as previously noted. BYOB 10:00 Pm. 
Tomorrow there will be a BYOB cocktail party in Larch Well at 5 P.M. 


Mss: Please do not ask staff to read manuscripts. They are busy with 
assigned manuscripts and do not have time to read everything. 


Arrivals: The CRUMB would like to welcome Howard Gelman, script editor 
of Earplay, the national radio drama project of the National Endowment 
for the Arts to the Conference, Mr. Gelman will participate in a panel 


discussion of the state of radio drama in America and its future on 
Wedsnesday afternoon. 


Writing for Children: Nancy Willard and Hilma Wolitzer invite anyone in- 


terested to meet with them to discuss writing for children on Wednesday 
at 2 P.M. in barn classroom l. 





Walter Goodman: The CRUMB would like to take this opportunity to con- 
gratulate an old friend and rival, Walter Goodman, on his 50th birth- 
day. Goodman, a well-known muckraker, was editor of the short-lived 
COUNTER-CRUMB for a brief period during the 1975 Conference. He has 
Since bumped around the journalistic netherworld and not long ago caught 
on with the New York Times, where he serves on the Editorial Board. 


Chiefly known at Bread Loaf as a tennis player, Goodman also won the 
igg onte which has iQ a pancd for hin with hi Ove yife 





Elaine, and was Master of Ceremonies for the Waiters Talent Hour. Ona 
more serious note, Mr. Goodman was instrumental in the decision of Gov. 
Michael Dukakis to name today Sacco & Vanzetti Memorial Day in the state 
of Massachusetts. Wherever, Mr. Goodman is, we wish him well. 


New York Mogul Arrives: New York multi-national entrepreneur Slade 
Morrison has arrived on campus on unstated business. Mr. Morrison would 
not confirm or deny the rumor that he plans to move in on the sprawling 
empire Öf Bérnie Bikini }"16da'l “atuminum magnate’, ‘who “operdté's <dut ofthe". 
barn. Asked for comment, Mr. Elkin said, "I never heard of him." 
Wolff is Stranger than Fiction Dept: The grudge tennis match between 
Marvin Bell and Geoffrey Wolff was played yesterday in driving rain. 
Despite the disadvantage of not having a racket, Mr. Wolff won the 

first two sets before discovering that Mr. Bell was still asleep in 
Maple. 


Workshops, again: A perennial problem at workshops is late arrivals and 
a crush at the door. Please plan to arrive on time and move as far into 
the classroom as possible before sitting down. Thanks. 


Beau Chapeau Contest: Although Marvin Bell and Tim O'Brien are running 
neck and neck in the race for most imaginative hat at the Conference, a 
new contender has appeared on the horizon. Jay Des Pres' Suzuki hat, 
well saturated by dirty motorcycle grime and perspiration shows signs 

of real staying power. At least it's stayed on Jay's head for some time. 


Of Time and Elvis: Conference members will be interested to know that 

the article prepared by the two Time reporters on campus last week has 
been cancelled due to the death of the King, Elvis Presley, in whose honor 
tonight's dance is being held, 


Socko Sokolov: 
Ar: 

I must object to the scurrilous attack on me 
printed in. your journal by someone who styles haima 
self Raymond B. Sokolov. Whoever he is, this mis- 
erable stamp-licker and begonia-sprayer had better 
be ready to defend himself if I ever find him. 

Sincerely, 
Raymond A. Sokolov 


Overheard in Tremen: “If you drop your voice around here, don't you 


For Rent: One van equipped with mattress and bar for Conference members 
in need of peace and quiet. Chaffeur available at request of client. 
Box 1155, CRUMB. 


25 Years Ago: ( Archivist's Note ) Will the kind lady who purchased 

a bottle of Suave for another kind lady be so good as to get us all out 
of a quandary by declaring her identity at the CRUMB office?" The 
Editor would like all to know he will not kiss-and-tell. 


{HEEB Tt 
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i) 


"Past the orange roof and turquoise tower, past the immense sun- 
burst of the green and yellow sign, past the golden arches, beyond the 
low buff building, beside the discrete hut, the dark top hat on the 
Studio window shade, beneath the red and white longitudes of the enor- 
mous bucket, coming up to the thick shaft of the yellow arrow piercing 
the royal-blue field, he feels he is home. Is it Nashville, Elmira, 
New York? St. Louis County? A Florida key? The Illinois arrowhead? In- 
diana like a holster, Ohio like a badge? Is he North? St. Paul, Minn.? 
Northeast? Boston, Mass.? The-other side of America? Salt Lake? Los 
Angeles? At the bottom of the country? The Texas udder? Where? In 
Colorado's frame? Wyoming like a postage stamp? Michigan like a mitten? 
The chipped, eroding bays of the Northwest? Seattle? Bellingham, 
Washington? 

Somewhere in the packed masonry of states.” 

--Stanley Elkin, The Franchiser 


Schedule: 9:00 A.M. Workshops Morrison 1, Meredith 2 
10:45 A.M. Workshops Same Ih5 js Ikini 
2:00 P.M. Workshops Pack 1, Wolitzer. 2 
3:30 P.M; Readings Carol Muske & 
Bread Loaf Fellows 
8:00 P.M. Reading Stanley Elkin 


Workshops continue today. As before, all Conference members are urged 
to arrive on time and move well into the classrooms. This afternoon, 
will read with Fellows Raymond Sokolov, Jane Shore and Gail Kessler, 

Ms. Muske is author of Camouflage and formerly served as assistant ed. 
of Antaeus. This fall she will teach at the 92nd St. YMHA in New York | 
City and next Spring she will be at the University of California-Irvine. 
She is active in the NEA-sponsored Art Without Walls in New York state 
prisons and is a mainstay of the Rlutz volleyball squad. Mr. Sokolov 

is a reviewer for the New York Times Book Review and Newsweek and writes 
a regular food column for Natural History. His articles have appeared 
in many rational magazines and he is author of Native Intelligence, 4 


novel, and The Saucier's Apprentice, a cookhook. MS. Shore's poem have 
appeared widely in magazines, including Poetry, The New Republic, Amer- 
ican Review, Iowa Review and Antioch Review. Her first book of poems, 
Eye Level, will be published by the University of Massachusetts Press in 
the fall and has been awarded the 1977 Juniper Prize. Ms. Kessler has 
published articles in Ms., Woman's Day, Ladies Home Journal, and Cosmo- 
politan. Her first book, Judgement: A Case of Medical Malpractice, was 


published last year by Mason/Charter, She is currently writing a novel 
and completing another book on malpriactice. 





Tonight: Stanley Elkin is author of Boswell, Criers and Kibitzers, 
Kibitzers and Criers, A Bad Man, The Dick Gibson Show, and Searches And 
Seizures. Mr. Elkin’s short Fiction has appeared in many periodicals 

and in three of Martha Foley's Best American Short Stories collections. 
He has received awards from the Guggenheim Foundation, from the 
National Institute of Arts and Letters, and the Rockefeller Foundation. 
Twice, he has been nominated for the National Book Award. He is Pro- 
fessor of English at Washington University in St. Louis and has, also 
taught at Yale, Smith, Boston University and the Iowa Writers! Workshop. 








Schedule Change: Friday's workshop schedule:has been changed. The 
workshops led by Mark -Strand and Nancy Willard will not meet at 9:00 A.M. 
and 10:45 A.M. as schedule, “Instead, both will meet at 2:00 P.M. Strand 
will be in barn classroom 1; Willard in barn 2. Robert and Susan Lescher 
literary agents, will meet in the theatre with anyone interest in dis- 
cussing publishing, contracts, agentry, etc. 


Sociabilities: Though Conference members will get a chance to catch their 
collective breath ( s? ) today, tomorrow there will be a Cocktail party 
on the Treman lawn at 5 P.M. ( if fair ) barn, as usual, if foul. 


Frost Cabin: The Robert Frost cabin will be open for “visitation” on Fri. 
afternoon at 2:00 P.M, Parking is limited and only a limited no. of cars 
can be accomodated; the walk is pleasant and not overly tiring. Please 

sign up at the front desk if you are interested in going and/or might be 
willing to transport others. We need to know how many are going. Thanks. 





uot Tip: Por the naeg tat is, Gratuities may We given to the mai as 
personaliy or left for thèm at the frortt desk. And while you're at it, 
remember those who toil at every meat. 


Extra, Extra: A number of people have not yet paid their newspaper bills 
Your. conscience fs our only protéction; the papers have been paid for. 


Big Book Sale: A11 books in the bookstore dre now on sale at 20% listed 
price. Come early, Stay läte, 


Writing for Children: Those interested in writing for children bring 
your manuscripts to thé blue parlor for reading and discussion tonight 
aeron SADM, 


Souls, Soles: The other day, we reported d lost souls now we must ask 
that whoever borrowed Jane Smiley’s flashy biue and orange Brooks 
Villanova running shoes bring them back at once. Jane plans to run to 
Towa at the coneiusion of the Conference. 


Police Beat ( Bunko division ): The Case of the Clay Court Championship 
was Settled yesterday with the arrest of a man pretending to be Geoffrey 
Wolff pretending to be the tennis stay Pancho Villaneuva, and said to be 
the leader of the notorious Wolffgang Amadeus family. Asked what would 
become of Wolff now, the Sheriff said, "We'll throw him into. the pool 
when the Blue Seal Feeds.” 


Strokes, fotke; James Tate, a guest of the Conference, was reportedly 
seen dping the breast Stroke across Route 125 on Tuesday morning at 

3 A.M. Tate, when asked had a ready explanation: “I was only doing my 
morning push-ups,” he says. We are pleased to announce that waiter 
Wesley Hamilton has been awarded the first annudl Idi Amin Subtlety 

Award for his conduct at breakfast Wednesday morning. According to ob- 
servers, Hamilton cleared the dining room in a matter of minutes enabling 
the waiters to get to workshops en time for the first time this week, 


Arrivals: We are pleased to weleome Jane Kumir to the Conference, Ms. 

Kumin will serve as legal counsel to the CRUMB in the upcoming porno- 
graphy trial. Ms. Kumin told reporters she was glad to be here but hoped 
pre-trial publicity would not prejudice her case, 


Still More Mime: Gary Glover has written to apologize for the confusion 


of his previous announcement. Gary says he didn't mean to exclude any- 
one from tonight's session { 9:30 P.M. in the barn loft ); it is only 
articipation in the excerciises that will be limited, sinee Gary gave 
specific assignments at the last meeting. He wants to encourage all in- 
terested in mime to attend by a11 means. 


Beau Chapeau Contest: The big Bread Leaf hat contest is heating up. The 
early leaders, Marvin Bell and Tim O'Brien ara fading fast, and Jay Des 
Pres, Brandy BROOK Red, Medora McKenzie and Joan Elkin are moving up on 
the rail. Des Pres‘ momen tum was slowed somewhat when he was seen at 
breakfast with his hat off, rdising quéstions about the thickness of the 
grine on the hathand. Brandy Brook Red has added à feather to his chapeau 
and claims to wéat it at all times ( even in thé shower, Red? J Two sleep- 
ers, Ms. MeKenzic and Mrs. Elkin have raised the question of male chau- 
vinism, which the judges vigorously deny. Another dark horse, Gary 
Margolis, had his polka-dot special disqualified whet the judes ruled 
guest hats colild not be considered. More on this later in the week. 


Big Bucks: We eve been asked by associates of local, aluminum magnate 
Bernie Elkin to make clear that Bernie is not completely or his own. 
Nicholar and Justin ( Big Bad Y Wolff along with Brendan ( The Bruiser ) 
Irving work with Mr. Elkin in Wis aluminum enterprises. Acdording to 
Mr. Irving, the combine has grossed "at least $10." this week alone. 
Though frogen out by her brother's syndicate, Melly Elkin has done a tidy 
business herself. Ms. Elkin reperts gross earnings of $2 at press time, 
Early Departures: It is important that we know who is going to leave 
early and when. Transportation off the Mountain can only be provided if 
we know in advance whe is leaving. Please return forms to desk. 
Name : ed B 3 Date of Departure: 
Time of Depayture: = $ Will you need transportation? _ 


(HERES 
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Soo Reh om Fy) biased gel JE ded segti OF rob- integ i u 
My child goes forth to fix the sun, 


a hammer in his hand and a pocketful of nails. 
Nobody else has noticed the crack. 


Twilight breaks on the kitchen floor. 
His hands clip and hammer the air. 
He pulls something out, 


Something small, like a bad tooth 
and he puts something back, 
and the kitchen is full of peace. 


All this is done very quietly, 
without payment or promises. 
--Nancy Willard, "Carpenter of the Sun" 


Schedule: 9:00 A.M. Workshops Gardner 1, Bell 2 
10:45 A.M. Workshops Kuminel, Irving 2 
2:00 P.M. Workshops Strand 1, Willard’ 2 
2:00 P.M. Publishing Robert & Susan Lescher 
3:30 P.M. Readings Tom Gavin & 
Bread Loaf Fellows 
€:00 P.M. Reading Nancy Willard 


Today: Please note the schedule change of the Mark Strand & Nancy 
Willerd workshops, which will now meet at 2:00 this afternoon. At 

2 ami the theatre, Robert and Susan Lescher will discuss publishing, 
contracts, agentry and related topics with all those interested. At 
3:30 Tom Gavin and Fellows Joe Di Prisco and George Martin will read. 
Mr. Gavin is author of Kingkill and was a Bread Loaf Fellow in 1975. 
He teaches at Middlebury College. Joe DiPrisco's first book of poems, 
wit's End, was published in 1975 by the University of Missouri Press, 


He has been awarded the Young Poets Prize and the Theodore Roethke 


Prize. George Martin has published 2 Song for Lya and Other Stories 


and Dying of the Light. He is editor of New Voices in €cience Fiction 
and in 1975 received the Hugo Award. 


Tonight: Nancy Willard has published Childhodd of the Magician, 
Testimony of the Invisible Man, Skin of Grace, 19 Masks for a Naked Poet, 
Carpenter of the Sun, Sailing to Cythera, and other books. She writes 
fiction, poetry, and children's ‘books in addition to criticism. Ms. 
Willard has asked us to make clear to Conference participants that she 
will read both fiction and poetry tonight. She will read the title story 
in a collection to be published next spring by Harcourt Brace called 

- At press time, we are informed that Ms. Willard has 
won the Lewis Carroll Award for Childrens Literature for Sailing to 
Cythera. The CRUMB and, we presume, the Conference staff offers our 
sincere congratulations, 


Frost Bites: Those who want a ride to the Frost cabin should beet in 
front of the Inn at 10 minutes of 2. Those plannine to walk should allow 
about 1/2 hour. Pease try to arrive no later than 2:30. Directions: 
Walk/ride toward Ripton ( downhill ) to the dirt road just before the 
Frost Memorial. Turn right and go to a farmhouse. A path goes through 
the yard and up to the cabin, 


Bookstore: We are advised that Sat, morning the bookstore will be open 
from 9-1 instead of 8:30-9 € 12:30-1. In other words, it will be open 

all morning beginning at 9 ( now why didn't we say that in the first 
place? ) Also, we are asked to announce that there are 2 new arrivals: 

B Song For Lya by George Martin and Native Intelligence by Raymond 
Sokolov, which was held up at the Vermont border while a panel of school- 
teachers read through it for evidence of redeeming social importance, 


Sociabilities: There will be a cocktail party this afternoon at 5 P.M, 
on the Tremen Lawn. 


Address Corrections: Please give corrections on addresses for the ad- 
dress list. to the office by Sat. noon. These will be published as an 
addendum to the regular list. 





Famed pol eee Arrives» John Ronan ery, predecessor ur vreceditordak ofi bes... 
of Pae CRUMB PSs arfived o . konan was known particularly for 
nis mastery of Le anra of typography. Perhaps his greatest ac- 
complishment while editor was the production of an edition which appeared 
to be upside-down no mat tar bew it was held. On a more serious note, we 
are pleased to con ; te Mr. Ronan on his accession to the editorship 

( poetry division $ ef North Shore pein i arg Ya. He will meet 
with interested Conference ye: ek Pis pS t > Phe rule& for the mags. 
poetry contes y an ein Ae t prize g WILE Se offered 

the winner. es ‘wish 

Willard'ts 


Men n: Can there be è subject df y 
oine Bf this, a meeting will be tł 
parlor to discuss relevant topics of miba 


Big Bad gee Dept; &lthough we have lost our correspondent's notes, we 
are reliably informed that Geoffrey Wolff, frustrated on the tennis court, 
has taken to washing tis children's mouths with soap. Asked to comment, 
Mr. Wolff claimed that Richard Ford's reading Res capses irremediable 
damage to impressionable minds and thet he Red taken action only as a 
concerned and responsible parent. 


R.I.P.: We dre saddenett te report the untimely death of twa tempestuous 
But viies Bréadlesafers. Raymond A. and Raymond B. Sokolov, their des- 
tinies dntwined by cruel fate, were found yesterday morning, tezen solic 
in the Inn's t locke. Rigimae b. had also apparently suffered ex- 
tensive liver damage. Constable Be oo Bf the reek F.H. suspects 
foul play: "Soe gate: peteoned Meyners A. ets te e he roury 
tozd3tools in hi§ toðm, pressed am a bodk swtiet The Nig 

I cii that suspicious. F figire Raymend B. slipped Re ; "pi 

of dete red creamed chicken last night, writes fer am a feie and then 
dvagjyec “he body into the freezer to hide it until he died. Unfortunately 
for t}: perpetrator," the gumshoe continued, "the freezer door swung shut 
ead . cked them both in. The only loose end in the case is a woman's com- 
peek so found on the victim's desk with the initials M.K. on it. Youse 
know 31y M.K.?" We cannot get involved because of our pending court case 
we ace advised by counsel, but we urge anyoe with information regarding 
tnie tragedy contact the editor. Serwiceé’ for the deceased wili he heid 
au 3:50 P.M. today in the little theatre. 


Overheard in Teement "E think phis perty'e aboye fo 0.8.2." 
Disce DiPrisco: The truth can finaliy be told regarding the Uightning sal- 


ot poet and blackjack master Joe DiPriseots baok of poems. The book, Wii's 
End, disappeared from tha bookstore with swch speed that at first foul 
play was suspected, With much effort, tre CRUMB's investigative team of 
reporters has put together the real story. DiPrisco was seen dancing with 

a number of attractive women at last Saturday night's dance and this, say: 
Dancing Joe, was the decisive factor in the big sale. "I'm a dynamite dan- 
cer, says Joe. “That's all. I dance with them and they want to knew the 
real me. What am I supposed to do, tell ‘em not to buy it?" Maybe so, 

but what about the five copies in the second floor bathroom in Tremen, Joc?” 


Hot Hats: What started as a sun-awayp hae tured inte a race so close we 
cannot call it. Marvin Beli andTm O'Brien have faded? im the Beau Chapeai 
contest announced in earlier fesite# ang Jay Des Pres, Brandy Brook Red, 
and a new dark horse, Adrien Benepe feve moved to the fore. Responding te 
questions about wearing his hat inf the shower, Brandy says he eschews 
showers, preferring long walks in the rain with a bar of soap. Des Pres 
claims he cannot wear his hat to breakfast because of the danger of per- 
manent skin damage due to excess grime and perspiration but will wear tlc 
striking Suzuki model at all other times. Benepe, a new contender, was 
spotted in what he called his "Beau Geste" Rrench fereign legion hat at 
lunch yesterdays. According to Benepe, the hat was conceived by Carveth 
Martin and executed by Molly Elkin with financial support for the ven- 
ture coming from Dudley Voigt. 


Departures: We have been asked by the front desk to remind all Conf. pār- 
ticipants that anyone wishing transportation cff the Mountain at any t me 
mus: sign up at the desk. This means both tho8e leaving early and chose 
who pian to stay untii the not so bitter end of the Conference. 


The Last Word: ( Overheard in the barn ) "One Bays the price for whom 
ae geunke withy" |) An. yos.) ond so to bed. 


EAHA 
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"It wasn't because he threw that battle-ax that I turned on 
Hrothgar. That was mere midnight foolishness. I dismissed it, thought 
of it afterward only as you remember a tree that fell on you or an ad- 
der you stepped on by accident, except of-course that Hrothgar was 
more to be feared than a tree or snake. It wasn't until later, when 
I was full-grown and Hrothgar was an old, old man, that I settled my 
Soul on destroying him--slowly and cruelly. Except for his thanes' 
occasional stories of seeing my footprints, he'd probably forgotten 
by then that I existed." 

--John Gardner, Grendel 


9:00 A.M. Workshops Sim @ aes WoO let tae 
10:45 A.M. Workshops Morrison 1, Wolitzer 2 
2:00 Panel on little Barbara Damrosch & 
mags and small Paul Zimmer 
presses 
8:00 P.M. Reading John Gardner 


Schedule: 


Today: Today is the.last day of workshops. All are urged to arrive 
on time and move into the room. This afternoon, there will be a panel 
discussion of little magazines, small presses and university presses 
led by Paul Zimmer of the University of Pittsburgh Press and Barbara 
Damrosch, who is with The Little Magazine. 


Tonight: John Gardner is a novelist, short story writer, poet, and 
critic, His novels are The Resurrection, The Wreakage of Agathon, 
Grendel, The Sunlight Dialogues, Nickel Mountain, The King's Indian, 
and October Light. He has also written books on medieval drama, Old 
English poetry, and Geoffrey Chaucer. A Guggenheim Fellow, he has 
held National Endowment for the Humanities and American Academy of 
Arts and Letters awards, i 


Square Dance: Tonight at 9:30 there will be a square dance in the 
harn with music by Joe Steventon ( caller and trumpet ), Bob "Fireball' 
Manning ( guitar and banjo ), Francis Cram ( fiddle ), and Carl 

Cram ( piano ). Beer will be served, 


Sunday Meal Hours: Please note the following changes in Sunday's meal 
hours: Breakfast 7:30-8 A.M.; lunch 11:30-12 noon; rising bell at 7 A.M. 


ee changes have been made to accomodate those who must catch early 
uses, 


Books: The big bookstore sale continues all morning with prices slashed 
by 20%. Library books must be returned by noon today, no later, on 
threat of death. There are also many little magazines in the library 
which conference members may take while they last ( the mags, that is ). 


Address Lists, and Corrections thereof: Copies of the official address 
list for this year's Conference are now available in the secretary's 
office. If you missed one at dinner, stop by for your valuable col- 
lector's edition. All corrections to the list must be in the office 

by noon today. 





Suggestions: We'd like to hear from you regarding your experiences at 
Bread Loaf. Please send us your reactions, suggestions, and comments, 
Sooner or later, composed, decompressed. 


Lost: Carol Muske reports that a valuable family heirloom has been 
lost, Carol says her Elvis Presley button has disappeared; she thinks 
it may be somewhere in the vicinity of Tremen lawn. In addition to 
the sentimental value of this priceless gem, it is of course of sig- 
nificant monetary value and Carol will gladly give the finder a reward 
appropriate to the pin. Also, Bonnie Smith reports a lost earring 

( see drawing below ). The earring is of “special value’ to her says 
Bonnie, and she wowld-apprecjate its return. 


from 
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peau Chapeau Contest Kedches ConClusion: The Editor and a distinguished 
panel of juages are pleased to announce that the Beau Chapeau contest 
winner will be announced tonight at dinner. Although Brandy Brook Red 
has laid down a bold challenge to other contest participants to meet 
him at the big dance for a final showdown, we are asking that all those 
entered in the contest wear their hats to dinner tonight. There will 
be.a grand promenade of all contestants after which the winners will 

be chosen by scientific means, i.e. an applause meter and the prizes 
will be duly awarded by the distinguished panel of non -judgemental 
judepersons. -Be there, Red, 


Disco DiPrisco (Cont. ): Golden Gate Great Joe DiPrisco, poet and 
black jack master wants to announce an auction for the book from which 
he did not read festerday. Joe says, "There's lots of great poems , 
wonderful poems, in there and I want them to go to the highest bidder. 
It's only fair." Dancing Joe has not yet decided whether to boycott 
“the square dance but he feels the name is entirely appropriate. As 

he put it, "Hey, I mean, square dance? C'mon, man, let's disco." Those 
interested in bidding on DiPrisco'’s book may contact him in the Hy - 
drogenic lab in Tremen, 


Magic Mountain: We arepleased to announce that Bebe Willoughby has won 
the annual Clavdia Chauchat award and will receive a free chest X-ray 
as her well deserved prize. Ms. Willoughby will lead off the dancing 
tonight with the winner. of the Hans Castorp award, Tim O'Briend, if 

Mr. O'Brien is well enough to leave the infirmary. 


Olympus: We are pleased to announce that we have in our midst an Olympian, 
Edie MécAusland, who has been asked to join the U.S. Olympic field 

hocket team. Of course, Mt. Olympus is bound to be a come-down after 
Bread Loaf we wish Edie well in her new circumstances. 


Remember the Neediest Dept: To date $37.57 and the aforementioned 

Royal Crown Cola bottle caps is all that has been left in the waiters' 
tip box at the entrance of the dining hall. Traditionally, most people 
wait until the last night before leaving their tips, and this is the 
last dinner you will have at Bread Loaf this year. Think how much 
nearly two weeks of faithful service ( friendly, too ) at meals is 
worth to you and please put your donation in the tip box. The waiters 
are an unusually talented group of young people and have worked hard 

to make meals more pleasant for all of us. Your generosity is ap- 
preciated. 


Author's Query: For a biography of the recently deceased writers, 
Raymond A, and Raymond B., Sokolov, I would appreciate receiving any 
relevant letters, journals, documents or other communications of a 
personal nature that Conference members might have in their possession. 
Any information on the pseudonymous M.K. would be greatly appreciated. 
Privacy will, of course, be respected. 
Yours faithfully, 

Raymond C. Sokolov 


Translation Contest: As the Conference draws to a close, we have still 
not found a winner for the contes to translate the cryptic Chinese mes- 
sage on the back of Sandy Martin's jean vest. We have been informed 
that one character means “missionary” by Mr, Martin but the other re- 
mains a mystery. Two Chinese linguists in attendance have taken Opposing 
views: one claims the character is adjectival and that the phrase reads 
"Missionary ~- ( the word cannot be reprinted in a family paper ); 
the other says it is rather the noun form and that the phrase reads: 
“Shoot the Missionary.’ We urge our readers to settle this dispute with 
all due haste. 


Departures: We are informed by the front desk that very few Conference 
participants have notified them of their plans for departure. This is 
important not only if you are leaving early or have to arrange for 
transportation as we must know how many people will be here for dinner 
tonight. Please fill out the form below and return- to front desk at ` 
once ye athanicss. 

Day of Departure 

Time of Departure 

Do you need transportation? 
Which bus 

Name : 


Sn Er da enema cE ES 
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eee Oey Pe EEN me REESE TS SOE ETN ei ee Tae rel a ee ene Med Coe 
Schedule: DEPARTURE --A11l Day 


Staff for this Issue: Managing Editor: Maxine Kumin; Editorial Asst: 
Jaqueline Milofsky; and various gnomes and elves, 


Suggestions: The CRUMB wishes to take this opportunity to solicit ad- 
vice, reproof, affections and admonition from all assorted Breadloafers, 
All useful and printable Suggestions will be subsumed by the Editor 

and transmitted from the grave to his successor by Ladelhaus. 


Addenda: Corrections to and improvements on the address list are now 
available on request from the office, Hilma Wolitzer requests that her 
legal name change to Hillary Wolitzer be duly noted 


Translation Contest: We have it on authority from the 2nd and 3rd of 
Mao's multiple wives that the Chinese characters on Sandy Martin's 
jacket are actually acronyms that can be transliterated to read: RYG 
BAH or: Recycle Your Grass, Buy a Horse. 


Ursa Major: Hortense Spillers was awakened at 10:13 A.M. on Saturday 
by screams from nearby woods. The screamer screamed to any avaiable 
Screamee: "Help me, help me! There's a bear there." Hortense, who 

lept from her downy cot, and phoned for assistance from a trusty Inn- 
mate, After throrough investigation of the woods, nothing was found. 
Later, Dori Appel said that she had seen a bear in the woods amongs 

the Boletus mushrooms. Her cries unheeded, she eventually left the 
wodds unassisted, Shortly before press time, our deep woods correspon- 
dent reported that John Irving was seen walking into the woods wearing 
his red track shoes and carrying a volleyball. 


translation Contest ( Cont. ): We have an update on the Chinese charac- 
ter translation contest. Sandy Martin reports that ten days ago he was 
stopped by an unknown Oriental yertioman whom Sandy saw coming out of 
the woods near the theatre. According to Mr. Martin, the man asked if 
he knew the meaning of the inscrutable Chinese characters on the back of 
his jacket, When Mr. Martin said he did not, he was informed that the 
characters could be translated to mean: "Shut up!" If we choose to in- 
terpret this as a sign then permission is granted to write again , to 
re-enter your ordinary self, 


Socko Sokolov Revisited: The CRUMB has received a communication from the 
pseudonymous M.K. whose compact was found with the bodies of Raymond A. & 
Raymond B, Sokolov in the Inn meat locker. While wishing to disavow any 
connection with the real fungus ferreting Maxine Kumin, the mysterious 
M.K. wishes to request the return of her lipstick and pink panties both 
marked with the fleur de lys of the Knights of Malta. 


Daughters of Boletus: The Daughters of Boletus, an androgynous organiz- 
ation under the direction of Dr, Paul Dale, will meet at the top of the 
long trail at 4 P.M, today to plan their assault on Lake Pleiad where, 


it is rumored, THE SACRED SOMA MUSHROOM will be distributed by Robert 
Graves and his White Goddess. 


Valedictory: The Editor and Editorial Board combine to wish you all 
Safe journey off the Mountain. May royalty checks mushroom in your 
mailboxes and may the Muse visit even the fiction writers in the year 
that lies ahead, murmuring sweetly "I before e, except after c." May 
you all sharpen your volleyball game, master tetrameter, capture the 
flashback, meet the martini bravely, master the missionary in whatever 
position he or she may be found. Note: Our legal counsel advises us 
that libel by innuendo is real archaic stuff, and does not apply to 


this swinging, modern, cruise-ship, the S.S, Bread Loaf, Ave atque 
Vale or: Res ipsa loquitur. 


THRE 
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Germ: I write him back stories, whole novels, juggling words 
for his entertainment, elated by my mastery, for these days I 
Can koc CCo Sixe twelve perceptions and two mutually exclusive 
feelimse in the eir ar ome time, as well ee a oe econdhand thought 
nee a half, and a joke about juggling. "Oh, Love," I write hin, 
nd we both know I mean the kind unfreighted by workaday liite,” 
-tore Segel, tron luca ne ila 
ale 
Schedule: 9:00 tion Geoffrey Wolff 
10310 ANEL on Radio Drama 
1418320 ry Howard Nemerov 
PENE 
2:00 RG eviewing Paul Gray r a 
4:10 READING Staff Assistant David Huddle; Fellows 
Sara Ann Friedman and Donald Axinn 
Geoffrey Wolff will discus "Minor Characters." Howard Gelman, 
Associate Director of a ay, the national radio drama proje ect of 
National Public Radio will offer a panel on radio drama with Jonn | 
Gardner and David Milofsky. Howard Nemerov will take "The Measure 
Of Poetryo. raul Gray ie an cdicor amd TOvicner Tor Mamer 





David Hadas, Professor of English at Washington University, will 
speak on "Narcissism and Discipline’ at 4:50 P.M. in Bern 20 


Schedule Preview: Elegant headwaitroid Steve Bauer will talk about 
the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown on Monday P- a DS 20) aia 
Barn xio Waltroid Poetry Reading on Wednesday 7 Palle, CR AO) alia, Ber 


#1. Scholars! Reading on o REALM io 9720 in a Dern 2 





Administrative Staff Reading: tTomigag au 10:00, Bera Attic-—Mark 
DeFoe, Gardner McFall, Warren Baker, Michael Rosen, and Elizabeth 
M; ansficld. All are welcome wo eigeemcl. 





Litter Titter, Clink Clink: BYOB Co¢gktail party this evening at 
:00 at the Lerch Vell {bchind the Be ee and on the read to the 
Barn). Mixers provided: se COME anc DG et part OR a N Jew X orker cartoon. 








DONE PORCIN wo place your orders for liquor today tight erter 
lumen 1a whe blue pam llon=—caiainmonl ve 


or konele, for a waLtroid es tund 


male 
Age see EK, Steven Bauer. 


f£ and Fellows: Please plan to be at Treman at 12:30, Tues. 
a group perire taken for our files. Rain date is Wed. 


Walter Goodman Says II: The trouble with non-fiction is, the facts 


get in the way. III: If it can be done worse, count on it. 





Erom the library: Will whoever took the Sunday N.Y. Times Mag. 


ne 
Yk Wale 
(July 8) with artic cle on John Gardner, please eee cine 


Important: Workshop manuscripts will be on a table outside the 
ortic Uey miL epoce, eS 1r boy magie, cach might iter oe 
(starting tonight). Please read them before the following day” 
workshop. We estimate eae many copies are needed and run only yee 
many- there are no more. emember, two workshops run simultaneous- 
ly. Please mak your r ions and take only copies for the one 

you wish to attend, There will be five RESERVE Copies on Tne Center 
table in the Blue Parlor., Please do not remove them. 


First Warning: If you haven't filled out a blue registration card, 
come to the office and do so. It should show your name and address 

exactly as you wish to have thom on our address list and in our 
permanent records. Names of delinquents will be posted outside the 
Ont tcemon Meso AM Wedo anno A-le is the last chance for correct- 
Lons or changes, An address list of everyone at the Conference will 
be distributed at dinner on Thursday evening. 





This yoning: Lore Seca will read. Ghe is a Potion wriver curmeny— 
ly teaching at the University of Illinois. Her books include Other 

T 1 7 $ ; EE 
Feople Ss Fuses and eRe and several books for children, in- 
ciludanes Tein Me a 2 All the Way Home, Tell Me a Trudy and The 


Juniper Tree and Ct ther from. Gr Sine Hes theid Guggenheim, 
National Council on the “Arts , and CAPS ‘rants. 





